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Being Tagged by A King 


By Rupert P. SoRelle 


OLNING the Navy and seeing the world 

s nothing compared to the opportunities 

ior travel and sight-seeing that came to 

lsadore Shaffer, equipped with nothing but a 

ittebook and a goodly supply of active pot- 

hooks of a popular brand characterized by such 

admittedly advantageous qualities as lightness, 
lineality, and self-vocalization. 

Shaffer has just returned from a trip around 
the world—“Notebooking his way over seven 
seas,” as he expresses it. But that is another 
story. This one is about but one incident in 
his world peregrinations—being tagged by a 
king, without it costing anything. 

Shaffer “joined up” with the Red Cross to 
go to Athens in the service of humanity, serv- 
ing as secretary to Judge Payne, chairman of 
the Red Cross. He went over on one of 
Uncle Sam's well-known grey painted yachts, 
whose decks are cluttered up with a lot of 
business-like pieces of machinery, covered with 
heavy tarpaulins, but which have a habit of 
becoming violently active when occasion d 
mands. 

While in Greece he was decorated—with a 
rare, much-to-be-desired order. His descrip- 
tion of the ceremonies is so graphic and inter- 
esting that it will be given in full. He writes: 

“You may be interested to know that I’m 
now a full-fledged Chevalier of the Order of 
the Royal Cross of the Holy Savior, which they 
tell me is about the highest decoration a civilian 
foreigner can get. However, I wasn't the only 
beneficiary. There were about fifteen or so 
ther Americans decorated; while the Govern- 
ment of Greece bestowed upon Judge Payne a 
decoration making him Grand Knight Com- 
mander of the same Order. 

“The ceremonies were (here I'll have to 
use the old standby adjectives)—imposing and 
impressive. King George himself handed out 
the medals to each one of us individually and 
at the same time gave us an engraved citation 


signed by himself, which, however, was (may 
Allah forgive me tor ths pun!)—all Greek 
to me. 

“The ceremonies were held in the Theatre of 
the Herode Atticus, in the shadow of the 
Acropolis. It was in this theatre that the 
ancient tragedies of Sophocles and Euripides 
first saw the light of day. Stationed here and 
there among the ruins were the picturesque 
“Evzons” making up the King’s bodyguard. 
Resplendent in their white and blue plaited 
skirts, red tasselled caps, brilliant embroidered 
jackets, and huge red shoes, the toes of which 
curved upward and were topped by huge balls 
of black sheepswool, they added a touch of 
vivid color and theatric atmosphere to the his- 
toric surroundings. The invited guests sat in 
the circular amphitheatre, while high up along 
the wall tops were gathered the uninvited 
guests, thousands in numbers 

“The ceremonies took place at just about 
sunset, which made it all the more intriguing 
(whatever that is). All the leading dignitaries 
of Athens were there, including all the Cabinet 
Ministers, the Chief of the Revolution, etc 
Everyone had arrived except George II. Now 
set in a buzz of excitement. The King was 
coming. The two bands started the Greek 
National Anthem, amidst the stirring strains of 
which the King made his entrance. As a mat- 
ter of fact, if you half shut your eyes, you'd 
swear that the whole thing was a play. Re- 
splendent in the uniform of an Admiral of 
the Navy, saluting right and left, the King 
took his seat 

“We, the objects of decorative sentence, were 
all nervous and excited, especially the fellow 
who was to be the first victim. All were giving 
him advice, none knowing exactly what was 
required, everyone putting his own interpreta- 
tion on it. He stoutly maintained, however, 
that ‘if the King starts to kiss me, he'll have 
a fight on his hands!’ Several speeches were 
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made. Then a stirring scene took place when 
the military bands struck up the old familiar 
strains of ‘The Star Spangled Banner.’ There 
in the impressive setting of the Acropolis, which 
was an ancient structure when Christ was 
born, we stood while the dying rays of the sun 
glinted on the dazzling array of soldiers stand- 
ing sharply at attention, and the King with his 
Cabinet stood saluting an American flag. The 
thrill that I got will live long in my memory. 
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“Luckily I reached my destination without 
any of the imagined casualties, although I was 
afraid that at any minute I'd trip and fall in 
undignified confusion. At last I realized that 
I was standing before the King. At first | 
thought that he was going to embrace me, but 
he must have recollected what had happened 
to his brother, the former King Alexander—s: 
he resisted the evidently not overstrong 
temptation. With graceful ease he handed ove: 











Mr. Shaffer “snapped” in the famous Acropolis, built at Athens, Greece, 500 B.C. 


“We were called one at a time, and I was 
fifth on the list to get the medal. At last I 
heard my name called. I had to step down 
from where I was sitting, and, in my state of 
nervous excitement, walk across the stage of 
the crumbling ruins, the same stage where once 
strutted the actors and actresses of some time 
B. C. My ears were deaf to the polite ap- 
plause of the crowd, the whir of a movie 
camera stuck in a corner, reminiscent of the 
spiteful staccato of a machine gun. Although 
I had to walk not more than fifty feet, I 
thought I’d never reach the spot where the 
King, the Prime Minister, and the Minister of 
Public Assistance stood in all their glory and 
dignity—the King waiting to shake hands with 
me and bestow the medal, the Prime Minister 
to deliver the citation, and the Minister of 
Public Assistance to seal the whole perform- 
ance with an attesting handshake. Obsessing 
me as I walked into what at that time seemed 
the jaws of death, was the fear that the King 
would allow his monocle to drop, and as my 
weary, endless walk continued I wondered 


whether his monocle would break if it did fall, 
what effect it would have on the proceedings, 
and whether I would be merely disqualified by 
the mishap or politely but competently be- 
headed. 


to me the medal of the Royal Cross of the 
Holy Savior, a glittering cross against a vivid 
purple background. I took his proffered hand 
as in a trance—and became a Knight of the 
Order at the hands of the Prime Minister 
(the same fellow who signed the order ex- 
ecuting an Ex-Prime Minister and five Cab- 
inet Ministers). I had felt all along as if I 
were walking up to receive the latter order 
rather than the one I did receive, but I grabbed 
his hand, never in my life before realizing 
more keenly the practical considerations out of 
which the handshake originated. And then 
with the handshake of the Minister of Public 
Assistance, the ordeal was over! I1 was a 
Chevalier of the Order of the Royal Cross of 
the Holy Savior! Praised be the day I began 
to ‘Gregg.’” 

Not all who write shorthand will have the 
opportunity that Mr. Shaffer did for interest- 
ing experiences. But there is romance in every 
stenographic position. The biggest opportuni- 
ties come to those who are the best qualified. 
To make yourself master of the profession is 
to step out into a new area. 


We hope to print the story of Mr. Shaffer's 
globe-encircling trip in a later issue. Watch 
for it. 
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Walk as if You Were Somebody 


By Orison Swett Marden 
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curacy, Portable typewriters are awarded to 
teachers and pupils of commercial schools who 
write not less than sixty words per minute for 
ten minutes without error. Up to last De- 
cember, twenty-five persons had been successful 
in winning Portable typewriters. The win- 
ners averaged sixty-three words per minute 
in the Portable contest this year. 

This January six were added to the list of 
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The popularity of the typewriting awards is 
further illustrated by the report on the activity 
of the Underwood Typewriter Company. 


“During the calendar year, 1923,” the report 
reads, “we awarded 33,264 bronze medals to 
students of typewriting who acquired forty net 
words a minute for fifteen minutes. 

“2,096 silver medals for sixty net words a 


winners of the No. 12: minute for fifteen minutes 
WINNERS IN “STANDARD” REMINGTON CONTEST 
Sirty words a minute without errors for fifteen minutes 
CONTESTANT ADDRESS Worps a Minute 

Charles Goldberg Gregg School, Chicago, Illinois 75 
Cortez W. Peters House of Representatives, Washington, D. ( 67 
Clarence R. Bowman 95 Glen Avenue, Oakland, California 66 
Lena St. Amant Butte Business College, Butte, Montana 65 
Effie J. Eisley Apt. A, 1175 Washington Street, San Francis 65 
Sister M. Veronica, O. S. F. Catholic Girls’ High School, Philadelphia 63 


The winners averaged sixty-six words per 
minute. 

The Remington Company believes that as a 
result of the training for these contests, the 
grade of typing is surely being raised to a 
higher level and that the typist of to-day is 
more accurate in her work than ever before. 


+ + 


“136 gold medals to students who attained 80 
net words a minute for fifteen minutes. 

“The foregoing figures are a tribute to the 
efficiency of typewriting instructors, conse- 
quently we awarded 1,873 special teachers 
awards consisting of bronze, silver and gold 
medals.” 


+ 


Can You Read It? 


Try 


! 


. 


Novel Transcribing Contest Opens 


AVE you ever taken a page of notes 
H from somebody else's notebook and tran- 
™ scribed them? If not, here is your 
chance to see what you can do under such cir- 
cumstances. We are announcing here a Tran- 
scribing Contest open to all readers of the 
Gregg Writer. 

To make this contest of the utmost practical 
value, we have asked three writers to write up 
a piece of material at a speed of 125 words a 
minute. Mr. Dupraw, Mr. Leslie, and Mr. 
Swem have each written a page of this copy. 
We have dictated it so that the three pages 
together make it a connected and continuous 
article. That is, there is no break between the 
context from page to page. 

Undoubtedly the greatest practical advantage 
in commercial work is the absolute ability to 
read your own notes. Sometimes, you will not 
have ideal conditions under which to work, and 
sometimes the dictator may get ahead so that 
you wil] be rushed to such an extent that you 
can not write perfect notes; but if you can 
read your notes, no matter under what circum- 
stances you take them, you have achieved the 
highest practical success in shorthand writing. 
The ability to read your own notes comes, of 
course, only by practice in reading everything 


you write. As you come to know the peculiari- 
ties of your style, you will be able to recognize 
them under whatever circumstances they may 
be written. This ability to read shorthand can 
undoubtedly be contributed to by reading some- 
body else’s notes, and with this purpose in view 
and to help in this respect, we have inaugurated 
this Transcribing Contest. 

Many of you have probably seen the notes 
of all three of these writers published in the 
Gregg Writer. We leave it to you to judge 
which one of the writers wrote each page. 
When you send in your transcript give your 
opinion upon the authorship of each page, and 
why. Whether or not you guess the writer of 
each page will not be counted for or against 
you in the contest, but it is interesting to study 
the notes of each of these writers sufficiently 
to pass judgment on their authorship. 

You will find different pecularities in each 
age. For instance, one of the writers uses 
the “end” blend for “and” ; the other two the dot. 


PRIZES 


The first prize to be awarded for the best 
transcript will be ten dollars, second prize will 
be five dollars, (Continued on page 332) 
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Transcribing Contest—I 
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Transcribing Contest—Il 
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Transcribing Contest—III 
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for the third prize a copy of Gregg Reporting 
Shortcuts will be awarded. 

For the next five awarded Honorable Men- 
tion a copy of “The Q’s and A’s of Shorthand 
Theory.” 

In case of tie for any one of the prizes the 
full prize will be awarded to all tying con- 
testants. 


No fee is required for entry, and all readers 


whether subscribers or not are eligible to 
compete. 
Come on, everybody! 


Emulate the 


ti ann a a i , = 
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RULES 
The papers will be judged upon: 
and 


1. Accuracy of transcript, 
2. Neatness of transcript. 
All transcripts should be made upon commer- 
cial size paper written on one side only. 
Transcripts must be typewritten, and must 
be received at our new address, 295 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N. Y., on or before July 
first. : 
Results will be announced in the September 
issue 


Sundial! 


\ 
{ 


English as Written by the Japanese 


RS. Frances Effinger-Raymond, man- 
ager of the Pacific and Orient office 
of the Gregg Publishing Company, re- 


cently made a trip to Honolulu with members 
of the Chamber of Commerce. On arriving 
at Honolulu each member of the party received 
a letter from an enterprising merchant, which 
reads: 


Dear Chamber of Commerce Lady: 


Just now becuase observe arrive under San Francisco 
Chamber of Commerce lady also arrive, I feeling insane 
to invite all honorable lady my shap for consumption 
tea on date mondy 4 to 6 clock October 29. 

If husbands like, he welcome to include coming also. 

Suppose finding Musa-Logo Shap no can do, obsurb 
following direction. 

Ewa go makai sides King Street until] famous Fish 
Market arrest attentions. After arrest, pass away for 
River but not on top. This shap closely between this 
place. Nice sign say so. 

I am obliged to remain, 

Yours truly friend 


The interesting thing about the letter is the 
odd conceptions in the mind of the writer. 
Having undoubtedly heard the expression “I 


am just crazy to have you attend,” etc., he 
translated the thought into “I feel insane to 


invite.” The directions for finding the shop are 
deliciously expressed and graphic. 

The frightful damage of the earthquake in 
Japan is still fresh in our minds. A letter from 
Tokyo reads: 


Dear Sirs: 


We are deeply moved by your warm-hearted favour 
of recent date in which you express your deepest sym 
pathy to us all for the terrible disaster we have suf 
fered, and are completely at a loss to express our 
gratitude. We are greatly obliged for your chivalry 
offer to allow us a year or half year’s extention of our : 
account with you. As it was what we most wished, 
we shall accept it with sinocre thanks. 

As already informed you, the amount of our damage 
has not been so serious although our Head Office and 
two of our branches were burnt down to ashes, besides 
which fortunately, no member of our staff has got 
bodily injured or killed in spite of the fact that nothing 
more tragic than the calamity could be imagined. 

We are pleased to report you that we have established 
temporary offices not only at the very burnt places 
but also in Kobe, where the Foreign Dept. are now 
rushing the works until the Yokohama Port is restored. 
Thus we are making effort to récover our former active 
and roaring trade. 

By the way as regard to your future supplies and 
communications to us, we beg to ask you to address 
same to Tokyo as usual unless special instruction are 
given to you or to our forwarding agents. 

Again thanking you for your courtesies shown to wus, 
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The Erineiples 


Conducted by W. W. Lewis 
Head of Theory Department, Gregg School 


6 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 


The Shorthand Structure 


shorthand structure ar 
shack fall 
strong wind, or a good, 


HAT style of 
building, a 
with the first 
substantial structure set upon a solid foundation 
storm of and 
be a pleasure to behold? In erecting a build 
ing, the first thing to be looked after is the 
foundation. This is equally true of the 
ture you erect in shorthand. One of the 
est blunders made by many students of short 
hand is that in their eagerness to complete the 
Manual and get into dictation, and then secure 
a position, they pass over the elementary prin- 
ciples too hurriedly and superficially, with the 
result that their structure will ultimately 
crumble. A student becomes a good or poor 
stenographer in 
fails to master the fundamental principles of 
the system 
The test of your structure will come 
you are pressed for speed. You must be 
to write quickly, with at least approximate cor- 
rectness, any word regardless of its construc- 
tion or the fact that you have not written it 
before. If you are thoroughly familiar with 
the fundamental principles, you need have no 
Therefore, you must devote the neces- 
first, of 


you which will 


which will withstand the years 


struc 
great- 


proportion as he masters or 


when 
able 


fear. 
sary time to the study and application 
the most simple and elementary principles, for 
these form the foundation upon which your 
shorthand structure is to be erected. When 
you have acquired facility in writing new words 
according to principle, the most laborious part 
of your work has been accomplished. It is 
familiarity with the word-building principles 
that enables you to write new and strange 
words without loss of speed and without get 
ting “fussed” when pressed for time. 

Speed practice, no matter how strenuous or 
how diligently pursued, cannot bridge over gaps 
caused by the lack of knowledge of the ele- 
mentary principles. If you fail to master a rule 
singly, you cannot expect to apply it promptly 
in combination. If you fail to master a stroke 
singly, you cannot hope to execute it accurately 
and rapidly when in combination with others. 
Therefore, master the application of each rule 
and the execution of each stroke as you come 
to it. 


There are certain timbers in a building which, 
at first thought, might be omitted, yet they are 
essential; so in your structure, cert 

tain principles may appear of infrequent occur- 
rence and of little importance, yet you must 
remember that when you are called upon to 
make use of them you cannot then take the 
to look them up principles of 

quent occurrence 


other and 


shorthand 


time 
infre 
learned 
frequently re 


Phese 


} 


must be as thoroughly 


} 


as any they must be 


viewed so they will remain familiar to you even 
though you rarely call them into use. 
The carpenter selects good, clear timber S« 
should you 
flowing style of 
the size of circles and the proper 
the length of strokes Nothing 
to the writing than this dis- 


nd strokes 


tinction between circles a1 


acquire an accurate, rapid, easy 


shorthand. Observe especially 
distinction in 
can lend more 


legibility of your 


should 
their Short- 
instrument for fast and it 
ntal and manual quickness. At 


Do not draw your characters, neither 


you deliberate over execution. 


hand is an writing 
embraces both me 
first you should not attempt to make the char- 
fast your hand 
you as rapidly 
maintain 
and 


can make 


make 


acters as a you 
them 
time 


vement 


move, yet should 
as you 
accuracy. 
guard against 
This sluggishness may be of the 
hand. Usually, however, it can be 
the mind 

As a stenographer you will have the pace set 
for you, and you will be expected to keep up 
habit at once of 


and at the same 
Avoid a sluggish m 
this right from the start 
mind or the 


traced to 


can 


evil 


Therefore, you should form the 
doing your task as quickly as 
sistent with accuracy 

After thoroughly 
excellent means of 
mind and hand is to have dictated to you words 
Nothing can be more 


you can con 


analyzing a principle, an 
averting sluggish habits of 


involving the principle 
beneficial than to write off-hand words upon 
which you have not already practiced. This 
requires you to think and make application of 
the rule as well as other principles involved in 
writing the words 

Collect as large a list as you can under each 
principle and write them over and over again 


Practice, too, from the shorthand Dictionary 
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Lesson XIII 


Words 
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This will also enlarge your vocabulary, your 


stock in trade, in other words. 


By beginning this early in 


study you will cultivate the 


practice 
faculty of prompt 
decision and it will prepare you from the start 
to do ultimately It 
valuable asset to the 


your 


for what you are also 
cultivates self-reliance, a 
stenographer, who should be so disciplined that 
when an uncommon word is encountered he will 
write it instantly without fussing and flounder 
ing. This faculty of prompt execution is o! 
prime importance in speed writing and is a test 
of whether or not the principle involved has 
been mastered. 

In the beginning study 


steps of shorthand 


do not expect too much manual dexterity, but 
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Lesson XIV 
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seek prompt direction from the mind with a 


ready action of the hand. Learn to correlate as 
quickly as you can the different steps, hearing, 
carrying, analyzing, writing. If you will watch 
write you will that lh 
wastes a great deal of time between the hear 
ing of the word and the execution of the short 
hand character. Study feature and try to 
eliminate it or at least cut the pause betwee! 
characters to the smallest appreciable degree 
To avoid forming the habit of writing care 
lessly because of trying to keep up with the 


a beginner observe 


this 


dictator, do a great amount of copy practice 
Make a careful study of all errors made m 
your notes taken from dictation and correct 
and copy them over and over again. In this 
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Lesson XV 


Words 


not allow yourself 


but execute the 


py practice, however, do 
become positive or tense, 
outlines accurately and rhythmically, gradually 


increasing your speed until you can make them 
ut high speed, maintaining absolute accuracy 
f your shorthand study 


ted m a 


In the early Stages ot 


try to form correct habits as sugges 
recent issue. Rules <« 
should be so thoroughly memorized as to elimi 


nate all hesitation in writing. Anything half 


learned will cause you more annoyance than if 
you had no knowledge of it whatsoever. In all 
fail to review consistently 


r outlines memorized 


your work, do not 


and continuously and give special attention to 


the wordsigns and abbreviated forms 


If you will | 


bear in mind these suggestions, 


Lesson \\ | 


Words 


Sentences 


) 


the will aid you 
amply repay y: 


then look upon 


we are sure 


structure which will 


efforts and you 


pleted structure 
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National G. S. A. Conference Held in Conjunction with the De Bear 
Schools Conference in London 


F half of the good things contained in the 

report of the National G. S. A. Conference, 

heid in London in conjunction with the 
Second Annual Conference of the De Bear 
Schools, Ltd., here this magazine 
would contain nothing else. The report reflects 
a most interesting program. One of the spirit 
of progress and enthusiasm. It was a great 
conference. It was national in scope, for every 
section of the Kingdom was represented. There 
were delegations from Scotland, from the 
North of Ireland, from the Irish State, 
from Wales, and from every part of England 
It was the largest and most representative gath 
ering of commercial teachers ever held in that 
country. And it was more! It was an inter 
national gathering, for there were representa 
tives from other countries, as well. One of 
the most prominent was Mr. Edward J. Mc- 
Namara, of the Girls’ Commercial High School, 
Brooklyn, New York, who conveyed to the 
Conference the good wishes of the commercial 
teachers of America. 

The Conference Dinner was held at the 
National Hotel and—a surprise to the British 
was presided over by a lady, Mrs. Cyril Wil- 
liams. Mrs. Williams is the president of the 
Metropolitan Gregg Shorthand Association, 
which association was host for the evening 


A BROADER 


The address of 
Sir James Yoxall, 
National Union of Teachers and one of the 
leading authorities on education in Great 
Britain. His address struck a note of high 
idealism which was maintained throughout the 
Conference. “Mechanical proficiency,” said Sir 
James, “with a notebook, or with a typewriter, 
or with a ledger, or even with a foreign lan 
guage, is not in itself sufficient ...1 would 
commend to you the idea of intermingling with 
mechanical proficiency as much intellectual ex 
ercise and delight as you possibly can get 
Feed the mind; stock the mental larder; imbibe 
ideas; upon the general common of 
thought—read! . You who wish to succeed 
in your profession will find that mechanical 
proficiency will not carry you very far unless 
you add to it what every successful person has 
to add to it—the spirit, intellect, energy, the 
love of human thought, the love of books.” 

In responding to the address, Mr. O. A. B 
Ewart (Liverpool) said that the results ob- 
tained during the past year were far better 
than those previously obtained; “so I think we 
can live up to the ideal Sir James Yoxall has 
put before us, especially as with the new system 
we have time to make the work more educative 
and aré not compelled to spend ali our time 


were given 


Free 


VISION 
was delivered by 
secretary of the 


welcome 
general 


browse 


Midgley 


with el 


on the mechanical part of it Miss 
(Sheffield) seconded the respons: 
quence and humor. “We have had the satis 
faction of that in six months’ time 
we have done more with a particular kind of 
work than we did in previous years in twelve 
months’ time. If we can utilize the remaining 
time in that particular branch of work which 
Sir James Yoxall has put before you, if we 
would spend our time on English, on this in 
culcating of the desire for and love of books 
into our young might make our 
schools a great educational influence.” 


realizing 


per ple, we 


“AMAZING” UNIFORMITY Ol 
{CCURACY}) 

Speaking of the work of the De B: 
during last year, Mr. Bernard de Bear, man- 
aging director of the company, said that he had 
been not delighted but “amazed at the 
uniformity of accuracy and the confidence with 
which these accomplished their 
tasks.” The tasks referred to were the short 
hand examinations held under the [ 
independent teachers’ organizations 

Mr. McNamara responded to the toast of 
“The American Teacher,” and, in 
part, said that such an organization as had been 
started there in Great Britain would do a great 
deal for the scientific study of teaching prob 
lems and methods. “You can look forward to 
an increased proficiency and to great 
he end of 


at Sx hools 


only 


young peopk 


auspices oO! 


Commercial 


satisfac 
tion of accomplishment at t another 
year.” 
Mr. R. T. Nicholson, M.A., 

toast of the system and its author in language 
most eloquent. “I could stand here for hours 
dealing with this glorious subject. I have ap 
preciated Mr. Gregg and I appreciate his work, 
have believed, not that the author 
of shorthand, not that 
shorthand has come 


proposed the 


because | 
has made a mere system 
I see that a new system of 
into the world, but because he has had a wider 
outlook altogether; he has seen the place of 
his system in the world’s civilization, and that 
is what Johnson when he 
said, ‘Never regard your special subject as the 
end and all in life.” That is what I like about 
Mr. Gregg. He has regarded his special sub 
ject as a contribution to the world’s 
from first to last.” 

Mr. Gregg responded in his usual 
way, thanking the company for the nice things 
which they had said of him, and commenting on 
the excellent work that has been done during 
the past “Mr. de spoke of the 
achievement of the Belfast winning 
the prize in the O. G. A. contest, but he did 
not mention that was the first time that 
the prize had outside the United 


was emphasizing 


progress 


modest 


year Bear 


schc at I in 


this 


ever gone 
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States. And every judge in that contest was 
a native-born American! One other prize went 
to a school in Siam, which in itself shows the 
spread of the system throughout the world. 
Mr. H. E. Parkinson (London), president of 
the Faculty of Commerce, the 
largest independent organization of commercial 


Teachers in 


teachers in Great Britain, responded to the 
toast—The Faculty 
THRE COMPETITIONS 


The following days were crammed so chock- 
full of interest and pleasure that it is only pos 
sible to touch lightly on a few of the events 
Probably the most interesting of the contests 
(or competitions as ye English will say) was 
that for the teachers. It was held in public 
and attracted a large number of entrants. Each 
teacher had to give a ten-minute lesson selected 
by the judges and a five-minute penmanship 
drill of his or her own selection. And it is 
interesting to know that the board of judges 
international. England, Scotland, Wales, 
and the United States were represented. And, 
too, the winners represented three of the coun- 
tries in the British Isles—Miss E. Jefferson, 
Belfast (Ireland), Miss C. Jones, Swansea 
(Wales), and Mr. E. C. Bennett, London (Eng- 
land) 

Of particular interest to the 
of this magazine will be the results of the 
national contests of the De Bear Schools, 
which were held in conjunction with the annual 
conference. The school trophies went to the 
school at Hull, for shorthand, and to the 
at Newcastle-on-Tyne for typewriting 

In the typewriting test, first place, with gold 
medal and £20, was won by Miss Lily Coxon, 
who wrote 69.1 words a minute net for fifteen 
minutes, Second prize, a silver medal and £15, 


Was 


younger readers 


S( ho )] 


was carried off by Miss Ivy D'Arcy, of 
Brighton, her net speed being 64.4 words a 
minute; and third place, with bronze medal 


and £10, was won by Miss Catherine Clarkson, 
of Manchester, whose speed was 61.5 net words 
a minute 

In the shorthand competitions there were two 


tests, one at 100 and the other at 120 words a 


minute. The prizes were of the same value 
as the typewriting awards. In winning first 
place, Miss Clarice Andrew of Hull, secured 
an accuracy rating of 99.43 per cent. Brighton 
and Manchester again won second and third 
places respectively, Miss Gwen Benwell with 
98.97 per cent of accuracy, and Miss Mildred 


Derrick with 98.61 per cent 

Interesting addresses followed, which showed 
a broader scope than had ever before been the 
case. Mr. C. I. Brown, manager of the London 


Office of the Gregg Publishing Company, dis- 
cussed “Result-Getting Methods of 
Typewriting.” 
“The Psychology of 
“Teaching Methods 


Teaching 
Mr. H. L. Carrad dealt with 
Teaching Typewriting.” 
and Drill” formed the 
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theme of Mr. McNamara’s address, while M: 
Shaffer and Mr. Crockett discussed and then 
demonstrated High Speed work in shorthand 

Events crowded themselves into the week’ 
conference and it with the enthusiasn 
thoroughly aroused for greater 
during the coming year 


closed 


achievement 


a. 


Radio Shorthand Contest 


KE you all set for the second annual 
Radio Shorthand Contest? 
On May 24, at 2 o'clock, Easter 


Standard Time, tune in your radio to catch 
the full details of, and to participate in, this 
radio shorthand contest. You'll hear: 

“This is Station W-J-Z of the Radio Cor 
poration of America, Aeolian Hall, New York 
City, broadcasting on a length of 455 
meters. We are about to broadcast the second 
Shorthand Contest under th« 
auspices of the Gregg Shorthand Teachers 
(Association of New York City, open to all 
students, teachers, and writers of Gregg Short 
hand within the range of my a 

The contest is being conducted in connection 
with the meeting of th 
mentioned. This will be a practical demonstra 
tion of the efficacy of the radio as a means 
of dictation practice. We have often sung 
the merits of radio dictation because we know 
that broadcasting stations usually select good 
speakers who speak deliberately on a variety ot 
subjects and at a reasonable rate. 

Get all the practice you can at your radio 
Remember that the wise one will try to dupli 
cate the conditions under which he will hav 
to write on May 24, thus becoming accustomed 


and making doing his best 
the test comes 


wave 


annual Radio 





voice 


teachers’ associatio1 


to them sure of 


work 


when 
Six prizes will be awarded 
1. Fer the best transcript received from a teacher at 
the mecting 
For the best transcript received from a student 

the meeting 

}. For the best transcript 
from any other point 

4. For the best transcript received from a tea 
from any other point 

5. For the best transcript received 
rapher from any point 

6. For the writer sending ir 
most distant point. 


received from a student 


from a stenog 


the transcript from the 


Dictation will be given for three minutes at 
80 words a minute for students and teachers, 
and at 100 words a minute for stenographers 

Competitors will transcribe their notes im 
mediately after the dictation and mail the tran- 
scripts with the shorthand notes attached to 
Station WJZ, Aeolian Hall, 33 West 42d Street, 
New York City, before 12 o'clock midnight, 
Eastern Standard Time, May 24, 1924. Full 
name and address must be written legibly on 
both notes and transcript. No admission or 
other fees! 

See next month's Gregg Writer for further 
details. 
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Editorial Views & 


“Hearing It” 
ECENTLY in a 


came across this statement The other 
day two most reliable expert shorthand 
that they 


di wn, 


writers felt sur heard the utteranc« 
which they 
differed 
author was discussing the question of the errors 
we make due to and he 
cited this case as an exampk 


What is the for this 


ception? Of course these writers did not 


wrote and vet their records 


widely in important points.” The 


impertect perception, 


reason imperfect pet 
heat 


} 


the words distinctly, but in most cases we bh 


lieve that the one who does not hear distinctly 
all other things being 


not following the 


equal, is the one who is 


writing 


sense of what he is 


In order to hear every word and phras« 


this is vitally essential. One can write short 
hand with his mind afar off, but it is a danger 


place, every ttle 


} | 


ous practice In the first 
does not come absolutely distinctly 


that 


to the ear 


word 
will be lost, for the mechanical mind 
being engaged cannot and will not stop to puzzk 
over the the conscious mind is too 
busy with something else to do it 

A second disadvantage in 
following the context comes in 
read back what you have written so mechani 


word, and 
writing without 
attempting t 


ally. Such writing fails to leave any impress! 
upon the mind or the and 
to read back such notes, it is like attempt 
ing to read the 


how 


memory, when y 
come 
notes of somebody else 


“cold” notes 


‘ 


may x if 
ntion, 


no matter 


were written with conscious att they hi: 
“track” in the 


following 


made a mind which will be 


tremendous value in when yot 
to transcribe 

Another 
lack of general knowledge 
of vocabulary Mr. Frank 


distinctly 1s 


not hearing T 
and principally lack 


reason tof 


R. Hanna, a dis 
tinguished reporter, tells of an enlightening inc 
dent that 


reporting the 


occurred while he was engaged in 
Conference in Washington on the 
Limitation of Armaments. He says that Mr 
| hhu Root was 
which had been agreed to during the 
dred years. The reporter, who was taking this 
particular part of the address heard 
the word “promulgated,” and re ported Mr. Root 
as saying that certain had been “pr: 

mulgated” by the United Hanna 
was not satisfied with that word and ransacked 
his memory for a word of similar sound which 
would fit the context, and he thought of the 
word “homologated.” Though he had not heard 


Mr Root's 


certau treaties 


hun 


comparing 


past 
thought he 


treaties 
tates Mr 


address, he inserted that word im 


textbook on Logic we 


ntaining the 
and Mr 
was Mr 
him 


the transcript, placed c 
passage before Mr 
Root did not put a pen to i It 
permitted 
this 


revise, 


Hanna's wide vocabulary 
to make an accurate 


The re are 


transcript in case 
when it is im 
said In that 
subject 

that he can supply the word as did Mr. Hanna 
but if it is at all doubtful, he should not hav 
the least dictator to 
That is the safest and best cours An 
that tran 
script for c 
work if the 


lar more annoying 


times, ol course 
what has been 
may he so sure ol the 


possible to hear 


case, the writer 


hesitation in asking the 
repeat 


error necessitates the return of the 


rrection or the sending 


correct mistake is not 
than to repeat \ hi the 
dictation is in progress. The dictator is much 


more interested in getting a 


} 


pertect transcript 


we Si h v¢ shorthand writer can 
that he 


n the part of the 


of what 


possibly be and is rare 


' ographe ' 


Don't gu 


Editorial Brevities 
“VERY day 


4 the 


almost, an resting item on 


rthand lines of 


t is that 


value of sh arious 
comes t hand | rece! 
by Mr. Harol es l 

, 

aniitornia 


Savs My Hesse 


I studied Shorthand five years ago at one 


work 
Angeles 


and finished lear 
nto the Army for 
sickness contracted while 


if the evening s here 


just betor over 
crTvice 

rvice rced to change my occu 
and chose surveying 
I was a 1 vocational 
rthand 
| 


training by the 


government carn in very 
able to get 


This 


whi h 


handy at hool | f beme 


evervthing said in clas 


I classified pocket binder, 
or the other 
chang m omy 
with a sur 

»f the business 

While in 


which ne 


y something turned up 
met’s making a descrip 
tion of ; » of |: He had no good way 
what he 
“Oh,” he 


to tell me 
it down 


of domg so. 


wanted and 


said. “if will save the day 


I said 
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tion down, and brought it typed to him for the 
records. 

“This is not the first time that my knowledge 
of shorthand has helped me, but :t proved of 
so much value this time that I couldn't resist 
telling of it and saying how glad I am that I 
put in my spare time those nights five years ago 
learning it. I still take the Gregg Writer, for 
it is my pal in between times, and I don’t want 
to forget what I learned years ago.” 


* * * 


There comes to our desk an interesting cal- 
endar compiled and prepared by the students 
of the Mt. Vernon Commercial School, Mt 
Vernon, New York. This calendar is entitled 
“Code of Business Ethics For Students of Busi- 


+ + 


ness.” It is a very interesting cémpilation of 
maxims and advise, neatly printed and arranged 

The pupils of the Mt. Vernon Commercial 
School are to be commended upon their origi 
nality and the value of their 
calendar. 


inspirational 


> > > 


Friends and former students of Mr. R. H. 
Baker, of Yonkers, will be interested in an 
announcement appearing in last month's Ameri- 
can Shorthand Teacher of his appointment to 
the principalship of the new High School of 
Commerce there The article tells of Mr 
Baker’s successful work in the practical teach 
ing of commercial subjects, which Yonkers has 
recognized by placing in his charge the ad 
ministration of their new commercial High. 


+ 


Business Correspondence 
Jogging Letters 


[From Gardner's Constructive Dictation, Page 225, 
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Art & Credentials’ 
D ent 
= oi 


Cenducted by 285 Fifth Avenue 
Florence Elaine Ulrich New York City 


Story of the Teachers’ Blackboard Contest 


WINNERS 











First Prace: W. Rude, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, Stillwater, Oklahoma 
Seconp Prace—Tie: Vera M. Warriner, Detroit Business Institute, Detroit, Michigan 

Lola Maclean, Detroit Commercial School, Detroit, Michiga: 
Turep Prace—tTie Mrs. J. P. Peterson, Humboldt College, Minneapolis, Minnesot 

Eleanor Skimin, Northern High School, Detroit, Michigan 


nd no one shall work for n abbreviated word forms, the advanced form 
work for fame; to join st in greatest. Therefore, in spite « 
se Z fo » joy o he t ' ’ : 
But each for the joy of the w the theoretical error the outline otherwise is 
separate star, 
Shall draw the thing as he sees it.” the most artistic one submitted and the judges 
unanimously voted first place for the specimen 
\O wrote Kipling, and it clothes very grace on the strength of its penmanship skill. M: 
fully our reflections of the achievement Rude has an exceptionally good teaching styk 
of the teachers in the Second Annual and rightly deserves the honor conferred upon 


Blackboard Contest. him 


Frankly, the judges were puzzled as to the While the examining committee were unani 


lassification of the merits and demerits of the mous in awarding the first place to Mr. Ruck 
individual specimens. The average quality of a real struggle commenced when it came to 
the work received this year was better than picking out the second prize winner Tw 
that received last year—indeed, much better, specimens edged their way to the fore, tugging 
the comparisons show—but there were really and pulling by their accuracy of forms, for 
no outstanding specimens as there have been second place. So far as artistic writing, fluency 
mn other occasions. All of them seemed to be joining, and formations are involved, they ar: 
beautifully written. Finally, after much sift- equally beautiful and equally meritorious and 
ng, the pile of eligibles dwindled down to a therefore deserving of the same recogn tion 
little over half a dozen, and then the real task yet the one is totally unlike the other in one 
began. The judges worked long after the clos particular; namely, slant. While one plate has 


ing hours making comparisons. First one copy many of the most beautiful outlines we hav: 
would come on top and then another. Finally, seen, the writing on the whole is too vertical 
This specimen was written by Miss Lola Ma 


an analytical report on each specimen in run 
lean, of the Detroit Commercial College. The 


ning for the prizes was made and this analysis 
brought about the results we have given. But other specimen on first inspection made a mor: 
we must tell you here that even Mr. Gregz favorable appeal because the graceful swing t 
after taking the specimens home for further the characters impressed the examiners with 
study, remarked in the morning, “It is a big the self-control exercised in its execution. The 
task, and a puzzling one. All of the specimens slant and fluency particularly pleased us because 
are so good.” it showed that the writer actually wrote the 
The members of the judging committee agree copy right off. Closer examination revealed 
that the style of writing on the specimen sub- some retracing of the outlines, however, and it 
mitted by Mr. Rude, of the Oklahoma Agricul- was this retracing that prevented the specimen’s 
tural and Mechanical College of Stillwater, unquestioned right to second place. The writer 
Oklahoma, is the best one that we received in of it is Miss Vera Warriner, of Detroit Busi 
this contest. He has a beautiful, fluent style, ness Institute. Because the judges could com: 
with attendant accuracy of forms and propor- to no decision as to which one of these speci 
tion that make the whole appealing to the eye mens was the better, it was conceded to be a 
His slant is especially good, with the exception tie, and the second prize therefore was awarded 
of the ¢ in picturing and pictures. The circles to the writer of each 
are exceptionally well made and joined. While It is certainly an unusual 
theoretically st is disjoined after wordsigns and both of the second prizes should go t 


coincidence that 
» Detroit, 








Submitted 
first 
Submitted 
Submitted 
Submitted 


Submitted 
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The Winning Specimens 
£ 


by Mr. W. Rude, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechar rlhege “tillw ater 


prize 
by Vera M. Warriner, Detroit Business Institute, tied fo econd place 


by Lela Maclean, Detroit Commercial College, tied for second place 


by Mrs. J. P. Peterson, Humboldt College, Minneapoli tied for third place 


by Eleanor Skimin, Northern High Scheel, Detroit, tied for third place 
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Michigan. But that isn’t all we have to say 
about Detroit! Just here it will be interesting 
to recall that Miss Warriner tied for third place 
last year. It is evident from the specimen she 
submitted that right then she made up her 
mind to do better this year, and she has. For 
one thing, the comparison shows greater uni- 
formity in proportion, and better individual 
outlines on the copy this time. This is equally 
true of Miss Maclean’s specimen. 

Did that end our troubles? No. The speci- 
men submitted by Mrs. J. P. Peterson, of Hum- 
boldt College, Minneapolis, Minnesota, was next 
put in running for the third place, but the 
members of the committee couldn't agree that 
she should hold that place alone. Some of them 
declared that in spite of the fact that not all 
of the outlines were as accurately written, the 
dash and fluency of Miss Skimin’s specimen 
ought to be given recognition. Therefore, while 
the forms are not as accurately written as 
those of Mrs. Peterson, it was decided that the 
wonderful swing in the specimen submitted by 
Miss Eleanor Skimin, of Northern High 
School, Detroit, Michigan, made a tie for third 
place also. 

This contest is unique for two reasons: It is 
the first contest we have had where there have 
been two ties, and it is the first time that three 
prizes ever went to any one city, for you will 
notice that both of the second prizes and one 
of the third prizes went to Detroit. There must 
be an especially made generator of good short- 
hand writing in the Detroit schools, and the 
results are not only pleasing and gratifying to 
the shorthand teaching fraternity, but particu- 
larly complimentary to these teachers. 


UF said about the prize winners. There 

is an interesting story connected with the 
other specimens. One specimen that com- 
manded our admiration and held our attention 
for quite a little while was that submitted by 
our good friend, Mr. Bert Leach, of Ports- 
mouth High School, Portsmouth, Ohio. What 
life there is in the graceful, flowing curves, 
what good proportion there is throughout the 
specimen, and how prettily the joinings are 
made, but alas! upon more critical examination 
we found that one whole line of writing had 
been omitted! Of course, that settled it. The 
paper had to be put aside. It was a shame to 
be so near and yet so far. It was particularly 
interesting to us to note that there is a con- 
siderable improvement in Mr. Leach’s writing 
over that of last year. He has better control, 
for one thing. There is considerably better 


proportion, more uniform slant and spacing 
throughout. 

Another beautiful specimen of notes came to 
us from a new writer—or a writer new to us 
in contest work—Miss Nora T. Mangan, of the 
Bryant & Stratton School, Providence, Rhode 
Island. She has a wonderfully fluent style and 
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the slant is good except in the word stuff wher: 
both s and f have wrong curvature and are to 
perpendicular. Otherwise, the curves are wel! 
made, with just enough depth to give them 
grace and beauty. The plate on the whole is 
good, and easily merits honorable mention. 

Miss Nellie Scanlon, of the Drake Business 
School, Passaic, N. J., has a good, fluent style 
It is exceptionally good blackboard style be 
cause it is heavy enough and large enough t 
show up well and be read easily by the students 
The chief criticism on the specimen is that her 
circles invariably take the form of loops and 
are not always closed. With a little practice 
it will be easy to overcome this fault. 

We are sorry that the space allotted us in 
the magazine will not permit of our comment 
ing on each individual specimen, as we should 
like. All of the teachers whose names appear 
in the Honorable Mention list are doing very 
creditable work—in some instances the elimina 
tion of one or two faults would put the speci 
men at the top. Many of the specimens were 
excellent so far as individual outlines were con 
cerned, but the copy as a whole lacked the 
finesse that the experienced writer has, and, of 
course, the way to overcome that is to get more 
practice, because it is just practice that gives 
the perfect control that results in a professional 
style of writing. 

I know that you will be interested in what 
the teachers themselves say about their experi- 
ences in preparing this blackboard test, just as 
we were, and so we are givmg you extracts 
from some of the letters so that you may swap 
experiences, so to speak. 

Sister M. Agnesine, of Good Counsel Acad- 
emy, Mankato, Minnesota, writes: “Anybody 
but a Gregg enthusiast would laugh at all the 
adventures I went through before producing 
even this copy. One blackboard was too rough, 
the other was too smooth! But at last I did 
make a lucky find! <A slate board! Oh, it 
worked like magic! Back comes the message 
from the photographer that I must have written 
on a board white with chalk and would I please 
wash it the next time before using. Farewell 
to the slate board, then, and all my hopes 
Nevertheless, I'm satisfied on one point. I got 
here in spite of all difficulties, didn’t I, after 
I'd once made up my mind to take part in 
the contest?” 

Sister Agnesine’s specimen was one of the 
specimens that was close to the top in the run- 
ning for a prize. Our one criticism is that 
the outlines have the appearance of being 
curly, probably due to the fact that the curves 
are a bit exaggerated, or too pronounced in 
their curvature. 


+ + 4 
Mrs. J. P. Peterson, of Humboldt College, 


Minneapolis, Minnesota, one of the prize win- 
ners, writes: (Continued on page 345) 
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some eas the we : abie t 
get good photographs of blackboard work at our school 
¢ glass partitions may have something to do wit! 


We had the best commercial photographer 
take the inc 
e that does not 





kground was ver ed The 
st three words c were 
faint as to be mere shadows This he sa he ibd 
You can see for yourself w he late thes« 
< espe ally ‘images ] es et 
weve th t se . r.j 
S another « y was pla ‘ und he 
k a second ph gr ! ‘ with t tials 
t is not good either S es ‘ ght 
s heavy and et $ ire a 
é al density 
loing what erhayj I t x 
1 depe ling you r r 
as ¢t which shall be : 
x “ t s ba ‘ g RZ \ ee 
ave in imexhaust e s ly ft s l a 
y following the lines eas stance I 
€ t j 5 at r ar } tT | t s 
aa t the att gt nN } 
* ge t Zz ’ ? ‘ 
Mrs. Peterson was one of the two to tie for 


ird place this year, which was better than she 


1 last year even though her specimen last 
ir was ver clos in the running It ts 
lways interesting to note the effect that a good 
rthand writing style possessed by the teacher 
is on the students. Mrs. Peterson's students 
uptured second place in the private school 


tion of the O. G. A. Annual Contest last 


if 


That reminds us Where are the two Tea 


Blackboard Contest prize winners of last 


id | 
ar, Brother Liquori and Mr. Douglas Rod 
ach, who captured second and third hon 


We missed them and wish they had come in this 
me And right here let us say that withou 


writers of specimens submitted 
} 


made considerable 


xception the 


+ 


St veal improvement in 


eir style of writing this year In each cast 


ere was much better control in the writing 

With 
what he ; : 
what beautiful speci 
R xlebach 


disappointed 


nd the result was a more finished style 

ther year of practice 
ens might Brother Liquori and Mr 
ave submitted to us We were 
t to get them 


\ beautiful specimen of notes was received 
m Miss Myrtle Cory, High School, Negau 
ee, Michigan The outlines for every and 
quite so 


outlines tor does, its, and 


nerve were perfect, but she wasn't 


iccessful with the 
he one for day 
it the bottom of the copy was the word sav 


Miss 
sh yyld 


In a very conspicuous place 


very artistically written in longhand 
writes “It seems to me that | 
xplain the appearance of the word 
he copy. The photographer came during the 
noon hour and had the picture taken before I 
got back from lunch. It looks very imperti 


nent, but you may take my word that it was not 


_ory 


‘Save on 
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ntended as such.” Your c has been saved 


py i 
Miss ( ry for Honorable Mention, 


very worthy of the place indeed 


and it 1 


Mr. Rude, the rst-place winnet wrote | 


lecided that a fitting way to end the year 1923 
would be to send in my contribution to the 
Annual Blackboard | ntest tof Teachers ] 
have enjoyed my vacation very much in th 
preparation of these notes, and believe they 
will make it at least interesting for the ones 
that win the prizes To have one of the first 
honors is a fitting way t b im ti New Year 
and we congratulate Mr I ! 1 s accom 
plishment 

America did duce t tl r 1 
: rthand 1 mm by any meat! Son 
wonderfully fluent me Ww rece d 


from our well-known friend 


f the De Bear S ] Belfast, Ireland It 
will be rememb l it t year she captured 
hret prize im ft ‘ yr prietar\ « ho } div 7 2 ot 
the O. G. A. ( t. Have you noticed, it 
almost mvariably true that the teachers wh 
thems« d cautitu york and are active t 
the t i her test ca ft the la if ls Tor 
t st id t i 1 vy versa Wi recall it 

e Reporters’ ( ent last yea Mi 
Helen Evans, w won the Ju Champion 
ship, was more pleased with the fact that tw 
1f her students won honors than that she her 
self was able t idd this laurel to her crown 

success M lor lat I Is n ti W rk 

f three of her teachers, all of which are, a 
we said befor beautifully writter nd wu 
Honorable Mention in the ntest Th spec 


men submitted by Miss L. Jefferson is particu 
larly good in both fluency of writing and cor 


rectness of form. Our criticism is that it is 
i little too vert il and by rea n of that has 
the appearance f being stiff Another one of 
these teachers, Miss Jean K. Lyons, has a w 


derfully fluent stvl With a little more atte 
hich now have a tendency 
e a run for his 


Miss Janet R. Mateer has 


tion to the curves, w 
to be flat, she wil 


honors next year! 


1 good styl I writing Her curves aré 
fluently written except in one or two instances 
where they have been patched. She evidently 
has had less practice in writing, or perhaps sh 
is a little diffident about writing the character 

but when once she has acquired that all-impor 


tant control, bot! 
then have overcome the shakiness of execution 


Miss Jordan writes an interesting letter 


Ir connectior with the Teachers’ ( npetitior " 
Blackboard Work, I ix se you three attempts from 
members of the staff here You will be amused, and 
no doubt award leather medals to one and all in returt 
for the brave effort they made to geet this done } at 
f all r blackboar ar ver i and do not show 
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up th work 1 vuivantage Sometimes the chalk 
skidded, and for the purposes of the photograph we 
had to delicately manoeuvre to get a line at all, and 
the photographic people wer greatly amused We 
thought we might manage to get the photographs done 


in school The photographer came along, the rooms 
were too dark and a flashlight was not a success, so 
as a last resort he decided that the best thing to do 
was to take the rds round to the studio This he 
had done and the result is inclosed herewith I 1s 
the writing f shorthand was the easiest task 


Hiow we enjoyed looking at the fine swing 
which Miss Edith FE. Clark, of Piedmont, Cali- 
fornia, has in her blackboard writing! A super 
ficial examination put it in running for a prize, 
but closer cxamination revealed the fact that 
the curves were not true to form, that is, the 
Another criti 
instances the 


r’s and f's were not well made. 
cism we have is that in many 
characters were not all written with one stroke 
of the pen but some of the 
“stuck on” as one of the committee expressed 
it These 
ticularly 

fluency im het 
writer might well envy. Here is an extract 


characters were 


faults are easy to overcome, pat 
since Miss Clark has a swing and 
writing that any shorthand 


from her letter 


I am sending thes pictures to you because I m 
interested, keenly 1 shorthand, and because my stu 
dents simply imsisted por my entering the contest 


Besides, I want you to know that I say with the rest 
of the fiv ! t 


hundred contestants, “I 
that is the best part of it 


Detroit Commercial College has the distine 
taculty win Honorable 


tion of having all of its 
Mention and one to share the honors of second 
place. Even the 
penmanship teacher took part, both having a 


typewriting teacher and the 


knowledge of Gregg Shorthand, of course, and 
Mention Mr. Maclean 
“Writing the speci 


they won Honorable 
said, as did Miss Jordan: 
mens was easy compared with getting them 
photographed properly The contest has 
resulted in our teachers taking an increasing 
interest im accurate blackboard writing and 
therefore it has been a great advantage to us 
1 caught the spirit of the contest and wrote 
a specimen of longhand on the blackboard, a 
photograph of which will accompany the short 
hand specimens.” It was a very pretty speci- 
men that Mr. Maclean sent in. If it had been 
shorthand we should have had to award an 
other Honorable Mention! 


A nice specimen of notes deserving of 
Honorable Mention was received from Sister 
Wilberta, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, whose stu 
dents have been so successful in carrying off 
school prizes in the O. G. A. and C. T. contests 


Part of her letter reads: 


My class has been very much interested in this 
work, and the amount of criticism volunteered and, 
I hope, benefit derived from the discussions, is in 


itself a compensat f the time and effort s} 
Surely every teacher is anxious to contribute to the 
success of any contest indertaken by our he ly | 
Gregg Writer folks Even if I do not win a prize 


I am satisfied, since this work has taught me the diff 


culty of executing some of the shorthand forms 


stl rit 
l am constantly < cising 


Along with a pretty from Mis 
Luella Richey, of Tallahassee, Florida, can 
this: “I have worked on 


specimen 


the valuable criticisn 
you gave me last year and hope eventually t 
attain to the quality of notes which are my j 

and despair in the Gregg Write Miss Riche 

has improved her writing very perceptib! 
Especially has she improved on the curves. La 
year they were inclined to be rather shallow ar 

had the appearance of being unfinished. Thi 
year her curves, particularly the b's and r’s ar: 
heautifully made 


“Probably it was a good thing | didn’t get 
a good picture at first, for I have been seeing 
more and more faults, and have, I think, im 
proved with practice. Whether or not my notes 
are worth a prize, I feel that the criticisms 
which I received last year were worth th 
effort I put into the work, and I know that | 
have improved in those points at least, so that 
I may some day reach the goal of excelle: 
So says Miss Marie Mahaffy, of Sout! 
She has a good style, but 


notes " 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
just a little too stiff yet 


The specimen that was the most outstanding 
this year, for improvement im style of writing 
and execution, is the one received from Sister 
M. Vestina, of Loretto Academy, Santa F« 
New Mexico There 1s considerably better con 
trol in the writing 
very good indeed. We want to congratulat: 
Sister Vestina upon the fine progress she ha 
made. Her name will be found among th 
Honorable Mention folk 


w= this contest is over, and it has 
meant a lot of work for all of us. but 


“It was jolly 


some of the outlines are 


as our English friends might say, 
well worth it, There is another 
chance next year, and it 1s certain to be an 


wasn't it: 


even bigger and better contest than this one 
if that can be done, and we think it can. In 
the meantime, we hope that you will find the 
new ©. G. A. Department in the American 
Shorthand Teacher helpful to you in your fur 
ther practice. Remember that we will criticis 
yous notes without charge if you will send 
them to us—first criticising them yourself s 
that we may know just what your conception 
of what constitutes good style, is 

We will all join in carrying along the good 
work so ably and enthusiastically begun 
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April Typewriting Speed Test 


} Hk hiding of eggs for Easter was a curious custom, quite common among 
the children of the settlers from New York and the Middle States he 
avowed purpose was to lay up a supply ot eggs tor Eastet1 Sunday But 
as they were always extremely plentiful at this season of the year, and 

ilmost worthless, the motive must be sought deeper dow: Perhaps it was a sur 
al of some old world superstitions \nvhow, Lincoln and his brother Owen 
evan to hide eves in all sorts of out-ot-the wav places tor fully three weeks betore 


iste! Sunday 
()ne of the shrewd ways in which the bovs made concealment was by lifting a flake 
the flake of weathet 


hay trom the stack and making a hole beneath it. Upon letting 


eaten thatch fall back into place, all signs of the nest disappeared 
Day after day Mr. Stewart, to the great dread of the boys, went poking about 


ose to the very spot where the eggs were hidden, and twice he found a small nest 


Ss 


But this only added to the value of those remaining and stimulated the bovs to vet 
ther and more skilled devices in concealment 
hey were able, | in spite of his search, to save up severa ens ot eggs, which 


ey triumphantly brought to light on Easter morning, with gusty shouts of laughter 


ver the pretended dismay of their parents 


With these eggs packed in a pail and with a few biscuits and some salt and pepy 
incoln and Owen started out to meet their companions, Rance and 


ey all set forth toward the distant belt of forest in which Burr Oak Creek ran 


Chere, in the warm spring sun, on the grassy bank beside the stream they built t) 


hre and cooked their eggs | for their midday meal Some they boiled, others the, 
roasted in the ashes. Rance caught a chub or two from the brook, which added a 
wild savor to the meal, but eggs were considered a necessary order of the day I 


lse was by the way. 
\round 


Something primeval and splendid clustered about this unusual camp fire 
l in 


them were bare trees, with buds just beginning to swell Che grass was green only 
the sunny nooks, but the skv was filled with soft clouds lor guests they had the 
squirrels and the blue jays. It was a celebration of their escape from the bonds of 
winter and a greeting to spring There was no conscious feeling in this teast, as fat 


is the boys were concerned But the dee] down « xplanatior was this: thev had porn 


hack to the worship of the Anglo-Saxon divinity of Spring; they had returned to the 
symbol o 


primitive, to the freedom of the savage, not knowing that the egg was the 
regenerate nature 


\s a matter of fact, the flavor of these eggs was not good; the burned shell had 
a disagreeable odor, and the boys would have been very sorry if Mrs. | Stewart had 
served up for them anything so disagreeable of flavor. But the curl of smoke from 
the grass with which they started the fire, the scream of the jay, the hawk sweeping 
by overhead, the touch of ashes on their tongues, the smell of the growing grass, 
and the sky above, made it all wonderful and wild and very sweet. When at night 
they returned, tired and sleepy, to the warmly-lighted kitchen and to mother, they 
considered the day well spent, uniting as it did the pleasures of both civilization and 
harbarism. (594 words)—From “Spring Work and Play,” by Hamlin Garland 
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Honorable Mentions 


Awarded in the Teachers’ Blackboard 
Contest 


Bert Leach, Portsmouth High School, Portsmouth, 
Ohio 

Norah T. Mangan, Bryant & Stratton College, Provi 
dence, R. I 

Nellie Scanlon, Drake Business School, Passaic, N. J. 

Nora M. Martin, Norway High School, Norway, Maine 


Sister M. Agnesine, Good Counsel Academy, Mankato, 


Minn 

Myrtle M. Cory, Negaunee High School, Negaunee, 
Mich 

Alta J. Day, Lead, S. Dak. 

L. Jefferson, The De Bear Schools, Ltd., Belfast, 
Ireland 

Jean K. Lyons, The De Bear Schools, Ltd., Belfast, 
Ireland 

Janet R. Mateer, The De Bear Schools, Ltd., Belfast, 
Ireland 

Edith E. Clark, Piedmont High School, Piedmont, 
Calif. 

Nellie U. Smith, Detroit Commercial College, Detroit, 
Mich. 

Olive Comstock, Detroit Commercial College, Detroit, 
Mich 

Helen Henry, Detroit Commercial College, Detroit, 
Mich 

Alice K. Miller, Detroit Commercial College, Detroit, 
Mich 

W. C. Cunningham, Detroit Commercial College, De 


troit, Mich 


Marion Hearns, Detroit Commercial College, Detroit, 
Mich. 
Sister Mary Wilberta, S.S.N.D., St. Francis Com 


mercial School, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Mary A. Wigton, Senior High School, Butler, Pa 
A. B. Mitchell, The Business Institute, Detroit, Mich. 
M. Phillips, The Business Institute, Detroit, Mich 
I. Taziman, The Business Institute, Detroit, Mich 
E. Hosking, The Business Institute, Detroit, Mich 


Lottie Caton Abbott, Central Commercial College, 
Winfield, Kans 

Martha E. Bowen, Wilby High School, Waterbury, 
Conn. 

Luella M. Richey, Florida State College, Tallahassee, 
Fla. 


Marie Mahaffy, South St. Paul High School, South 
St. Paul, Minn 

Sister M. Vestina, Loretto Academy, Santa Fe, New 
Mex. 
Marion F. Woodruff, Gloucester High School, Glou 
cester, Mass. 
Esther A. Maxson, 
Calif 

Mrs. M. C. Crawley, 109 Pasadena Ave., Groton, N. Y. 

L. A. Fawks, Central Business College, Kansas City, 
Mo 

Anne Brommer Babermeyer, Bent County High School, 
Las Animas, Colo 

Elien F. Bergfars, Schenectady High School, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y 

Mrs. Irene M 
dence, R. I 

Dora Bergsland, Sun Prairie High School, Sun Prairie, 
Wis. 

G. O. Brummet, 
Minier, Il, 
wv. A. Wisener, Wisener School of Penmanship, Okla 
homa City, Okla 
Ellen McMurtry, The 

Mich. 
Selma Iverson, Belt High School, Belt, Mont. 
Geo. L. Gebhardt, Bliss College, Columbus, Ohio 
Daniel T. McCown, Walla Walla College, College 
Place, Wash. 
Isabel M. Morrison, The High School, Gloversville, 


Pacific Union College, La Jota, 


McCown, 636 Westminster St., Provi 


Minier Community High School, 


Business Institute, Pontiac, 


N.Y 
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Margaret E. Cartwright, Columbia Business Sch 
Washington, D. C 

G. E. Sprague, Heald’s Business College, 
Calif. 

Rae Olson, Heald's Business College, San Jose, Cali‘ 

Mabel M. Leidy, Temple University, Philadelphia, P 

Helen Mageough, Albany High School, Albany, N. \ 

Mrs. Mary Gray Shaw, Rawlins High School, Rawlins 


San Jos 


Wyo 
Rachel M. Roberts, Keokuk High School, Keokuk 
lowa 
John P. Griest, York High School, York, Pa. 
Sister M. Stanislas, St. Mary's Academy, Nauvo 
Illinois 
+ + + 


The Spirit of the O. G. A. 


Contest Work Song by Mrs. J. P. Peterson 
gz DY 


Humboldt College, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


If we aim to reach the top 

There is no such word as stop; 

We must use our pens and pencils every day 
If we hope to win a prize 

We must use our ears and eyes; 

All our errors must with pens be chased away 


If that city of the seas, 

Honolulu, if you please, 

Gets ahead of us as she has done before; 

If old Ireland keeps her pace 

And again is given first place, 

Then—but why let in such “ifs” 
the door. 


we'll shut 


We must close our eyes and ears 

And our minds to doubts and fears, 

And just work, and work, and work with fervid 
zest; 

If we do, we cannot fail, 

For we've risen in the scale; 

We've improved—and that’s the object of this 
test. 
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The of the O. G. A. is to encourage the development of skillful shorthand writing. 
Membership is granted to those whose notes show artistic merit. 

Hew to become a Member: Practice the test article until you secure two copies that 
a your best work. Mail one of these to the editor of the department, and retain the 
other for comparison with the published plate. If the specimen sent us reaches the required 
standard, a membership certificate will be sent you. Otherwise your work will be returned 
with suggestions and criticisms and you may try again. To secure approval, notes must be 
correct in theory, accurate in proportion and execution, free in movement. 

A Certificate of Superior Merit is awarded to those whose notes are of superior excellence. 
This is the highest credential awarded for artistic shorthand writing It will be issued in 
connection with the membership certificates to those whose notes warrant it. Members may 
become candidates for the Certificate of Superior Merit. A circular about this certificate and 
how to secure it will be sent on request. 

Examination Fees: An examination fee of ten cents must accompany each specimen sub- 
mitted for membership, fifty cents each application for Certificates of Superior Merit. 


The O. A. T. is the professional organization of the artists in typewriting. It is open to 
all who qualify as superior craftemen. 

Junior Membership: Membership in the Junior division is open to anyone who is studying 
typewriting in a school or by himself who is able to pass the Junior test. 

Senior Membership: embership in the Senior division is open to all typists whether 
attending school or:not who have reached a epeed of at least forty words a minute. Senior 
tests must be accompanied by a signed statement that the candidate has attained this « . 

Competent Typist Certificate: This certificate is issued to candidates able to qualify at 
fifty words or more a minute on the Monthly Speed Test. No papers rating less than fifty 
net words the minute are to be submitted. 

ests: The tests for both membership and “competency’ 


appear in this department each 


month. Tests may be practised as often as desired, but only one specimen should be sent in. 
Each rt of the membership tests should be typed on a separate sheet. The speed test matter 
must be written as a ten-minute test, subject to International Rules, and accompanied by the 

timer's affidavit. A test is good only until the 25th of the month following publication. 
Fees: An examination fee of ten cents must accompany each membership test. No fee is 
charged for speed. A beautiful Certificate is issued to all those who passe any of the tests. j 
+ 











Material for April Tests 


,00d until May 25 p24) 


0. G.. A. thoroughfar« 
through the 
Make the best specimen you can write for Henry Warp Be» 
York an t 
At the 


the following test matter and submit it with 
membership application : 


Effective reading demands a good memory A good 
nemory is one that acquires data ecasily and readily 
reproduces it Many fortunes have been made out of 
systems of memory training, but actual experience 
proves that there is no royal road The power t 
acquire, retain, and reproduce knowledge is based on 
natural laws and when these laws are observed or the 
onditions they demand naturally exist, an excellent 
memory is the result. A good memory finds its basis 

health; with rare exceptions the brain that is 
urished by good, red blood will have the best 
memory. Memory and mental vitality go hand in hand 
Therefore a good memory demands fresh air and exer 
se Further, a good memory demands attention—a 


How 
versat t 
mplete and absolute concentration upon the thought liscussing Rockefeller 
r thing to be retained. Sometimes the condition natu hookvorms the nversation as brief 

lle . 4 } - ‘ ‘ 
lly produces this stat Where not, the memorizer rchestra caught » erainea <« he Star-Spang 
1 ale th , vce of ; ; 
must try to feel deeply the importance of his task Benner aad we all act ui . The rich man 
He will say to himself “This fact is of value to me : 
’ and the po Spiritual footing 


I need it It will help me greatly It will increase ; . "3 , 


Avarice and e1 ‘ nd f ure, were tted 


ny power.” , 

ut im the cr | f ir ni nal anthen Mus s 

’ . . T nature's Esperanto; the universal language which 

,O. A. . soothes the savage breast, inspirits man and glorifies 
. 

the angels Mus said Bovee, is the fourth great 


Junior Test a, it am int, goed Seeds Gen 


: . raiment; then shelter; then musi Out « sic 
See how attractively you can type the follow- siment; then ; -_ se om 


ing test, using single space for the quotation 
from Beecher at the beginning, and double 
space for the rest of the matter. 

THE HABIT OF HARMONY Some men move 


through life as a band of music moves down the 


comes the essence o rde¢ “Without music the uni 


verse is withot oul, a mind without wings and 
the imagination flightless.” Music imparts a certain 
charm to sadness to everything 
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Senior Test 


An attractive letter, margins and the 
whole well-balanced on the letterhead, came in 
our mail the other day. Inclosed was a four 
page folder with statistics about the bank. See 
how nicely you can arrange both letter and 
folder. Paragraph properly and insert the cor- 
rect punctuation and capitalization 


even, 


Hamilton National Bank 130 West 42d St New 
York Archibald C Emery President James R. Postal 
vice President and cashier, Sidney W  Guttentag 
assistant Cashier (date and address) As this bank is 
located in what might be termed the publishing dis 
trict of New York, and the trade is represented on 
our Board of directors by mr Robert m McBride pub 
lisher of “Travel Magazine etc, we are particularly 
interested in developing our connections with your in- 
dustry to the fullest extent possible The Hamilton 
national Bank was organized in January 1923, and has 


made substantial progress as evidenced by the inclosed 


statement which will also give you the personnel of 
the directorate and Executives In the short period 
that the bank has been in operation we have added 
more than 2700 commercial accounts and our unusual 
hours of service from 9 aM. to 10:30 P.m. each 
working day afford ample opportunity for our officers 
to come into close personal contact with our clients 
Our Safe deposit Vault is also open during these 
hours and is one of the best equipped in the city 
we should like very much to include your company 
in our list of depositors and if you feel you might 
be interested in our service I should be glad if you 
would call at the Bank at any time or one of out 
vice Presidents will be glad to call upon you if that 
is more convenient Very truly yours ssgnature 
president 
+. 
. 
Club 
O. G. A. 
Gold Pin 
Ernest Furukawa, McKinley High School, Honolulu 
Hawaii 
Mary Boyer, Wilmington High School, Wilmington, 
Del 
Helen MacKenzix Northern High School Detroit 
Mich 
Silver Pin 
Helen Gifford, McKinley High School, Niles, Ohio 
Ethel Rowe, Calumet High School, Calumet, Mich 
Clara Kalish, East Side High School, Madison, Wis 


Wanja Swenson, Technical High School, Omaha, Nebr 
Grant Lane, Ferris Institute, Big Rapids, Mich. 


William R. Fee, Business High School, Pittsburgh, Pa 
Bronze Pin 

Thelma Harwood, Brown's Business College, Spring 
field, Ill 

Rose Baron, Hebrew Technical School for Girls, New 
York, N. \ 

Earl Halcro, Great Falls High School, Great Falls 
Mont 

Lera Grubb, Beckley College, Harrisburg, Pa 

George Baker, Franklin High School, Seattle, Was 


Gladys Nelson, Humboldt College, Minneapolis, Minn 


Alma Ziemer, Clintonville, Wis 

Susan Kendall, Houghton High School, Houghton, 
Mich 

Eleanor Wartha, Faribault, Minn 

julia Fuchs, Two Rivers, Wis 

Norma Vollendorf, Manitowoc High School, Manito 


woc, Wis 
Esther 
New 


Lifschitz, Hebrew Technical School for Girls, 


York N \ 
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Folder copy) Uamilt National Bank special ss 
of the bank) 130 West 42d Street, Bush Ter 
Building, New York (pages two and three) Hamil 


National Bank, February 14, 1924 Resources—Loa: 
and discounts $3,196,490.43 Bonds and Secur 
ties 1,138,868.61 Stocks in Federal Reserve 
Bank 45,000.00 Customers Liability under Letters of 
Credit 4,125.38 Furniture and Fixtures . 124 
$78.10 Accrued Interest Receivable 15,502 
Cash on Hand and ir Banks 1,491,451.36 Total 
$6,016,016.09 Liabilities—Capital $1,000,000. 


Surplus and undivided Profits 321,698.34 Circulat 
199,300.00 discounts Unearned 24,369.34 Dx 
posits 4,461,590.59° Reserve for Taxes, et 
4,932.44 Acceptances outstanding 853.23 Letters 


Total $6,016,016.09 Archibald 


Credit 3,272.15 


Emery, President, James R. Postal, Vice-President ar 

Cashier, C. W. Korell, vice-president, Harry A. Hull 

assistant Vice-president Sidney W. Guttentag, Assist 

ant Cashier, Harry Ritterbush, Assistant Cashier 

Banking Hours 9 A.M. t 10.30 P.M Safety ID 

posit Vaults (page four) Hamilton National Bank 

New York Banking Hours from 9 A.M. to 10.30 P.M 

Safety Deposit Vaults Directors: Daniel J. Boyla 

President, Westchester Land & Dock Corporativ 

Irving T. Bush President, Bush Terminal Co. Henr 

J. Davenport Pres. Home Title Insurance Co. Arch 

bald C. Emery President Edmund D. Fisher Pres ; 

Partnership Corp. of N. Y. Arthur F. Hebard Vic« : 

Pres., Noiseless Typewriter Company Leonard A 

Hockstader Of L. F. Rothchild & Co. Robert M. Mi 

Bride Pres Robert M. McBride & Co Charles Miner 

Vice-Pres., Benjamin, Hastings & Miner, Inc Homer 

W. Orvis, Of Orvis Brothers & Co. Arthur M. Reis 

Pres., Robert Reis & Co. Elmer A. Sperry Pres., The 

Sperry Gyroscope ‘ Archibald R. Wats Pres 

Balbach Smelt & Ref. ( Hugh White Pres., Georg: 

A Fuller Company H Parker Willis Edito New 

York Journal of Commerce Bronson Winthrop Wi 

throp and Stimson . 

+ + 
Awards 

Alvin Carl, Wheeling High School, Wheeling, W. Va 

Arthur Reitemeier lefferson Hig School, Lafayette 
Ind 

Alice Stronach, Hart Business School, Santa Barbara 
Calif 

Dorothy Smith, Missoula County High School, M 
soula, Mont 

Florence Blair, Hess*r Business College, Manches‘er 
N. H 

Helen Truitt. Wildwood High School, Wildwood, N. ] 

Everett E. Fuhr, Twin City Business University, St 
Paul, Minn 

Helen Kusel, Sheridan High School, Sheridan, Wy 

Alice Bergstedt, South Bend High School, South Bend 
Ind 

Helen Devers, Stevens High School, Lancaster, Pa : 

Myrtle Johnson, Great Falls High School, Great Falls 
Mont : 

Glenaire Hilton, Stevens High School, Lancaster, Pa 

Lenore Davidson, Philipsburg. Pa ; 

Thelma Metcalf, Ottumwa High School, Ottumwa 
lowa 

Catherine Nelson, Owosso High School, Owosso, Mich 

Ellen Thompsor Katherine Gibbs School, New York 
N. Y 

Josephine Ameter, State Teachers College, Greeley 
Colo 

Lenora Blaine, Everett High School, Everett, Wash 

Velma B. Arnold, Fort Wayne Central High School 
Fort Wayne Ind 

Helen Rendieman, Short Course Business High School 
Pittsburgh, Pa 

Hilda Peters. Port Towns« 1 Iligh Sch 1, Port Towr 
send, Wash 

Mildred R Insley, Hurlock High School, Hurlock, Md 

Bessie Katz. Hebrew Technical School for Girls, New 
York, N. Y Continued on page 35 
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Growing Value of the Written Word 
By F. C. Henderschott 


Manager of the Bureau of Education, New YVerk Edison Company 
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Conducted by Frederick H. Gurtler 


Court and Convention Reporter 
69 West Washington Street, Chicago 


Known Factors—VIII 


ntinued from 


F the student takes an entire speech or a 
sermon, for instance, he has so many notes 
that it is discouraging to try to read them 


especially when he finds they are difficult 
read. It is a good plan for a student, there 
to take about five pages of notes of any 
speech and upon returning home, or to the 
fice, he can read his rather readily, 
bserve the simple words he might have joined, 
become familiar with the language used, learn 

read outlines that made 
curately, though according to theory, as well 
as to read those outlines which were not written 
according to theory, learn where he might im 
prove next time in his manner 
in which he puts the notes in the book, or in 
other ways, and thus be benefited by the effort 
expended. One instinctively tries to write as 
fast as the speaker talks and adapts himself 
to the conditions that exist—to be in the most 
favorable position to get everything that is said 


tore 


notes 


are not very ac 


writing, in the 


GENERAL DICTATION 


Dictation should be on general subjects with 
the idea of getting a large shorthand vocabu 
lary. It is hardly take exceed- 
ingly technical matter and matter full of proper 
names, although there are some advantages 
even in that. The dictation received for prac 
tice should be of more than ordinary difficulty, 
o that the writer will have full opportunity to 
inalyze the sounds of new words, and-~-so that 
the matter will be new enough always to main 
tain interest. In taking dictation the student's 
attitude should, for the time being, be in sym 
pathy with the thought expressed by 
the speaker. 

All of the dictation exercises here referred 
to are of little value unless the writer reads 
everything he writes. There is considerable 
advantage in reading more than you write—in 
other words, in reading an exercise over sev 
eral times. The test as to whether or not you 
are getting the full benefit from the dictation 
is that you are able to read back at a higher 
rate of speed than you are able to take the 
dictation. This ready reading stimulates the 
process which enables you to write readily. On 
the other hand, ready writing would stimulate 


necessary to 


line of 





the 


Februa 


The 


without being able to 


the reading processes two go together 
Writing shorthand 


it is valueless 


read 
Reading shorthand without b« 


ing able to write it is practically valueless 


TESTS 
In order to get the greatest benefit from 
practice the exact state and nature of the prog 
ress of a writer should be determined daily 


The best method of determination is a prope: 
test. There are two kinds of tests that 


be given. There should be 


should 


i 


that will 


first one 


test the accuracy of the writer, and, second, 
one that will test the speed of the writer. In 
the test designed to determine the speed of the 
writer more errors will be made than in a test 
at a slow rate of speed. These errors should 
be studied very carefully to determine their 
general character They will reflect either a 
lack of knowledge of the theory, a lack of 
judicious phrasing, a lack of hand control or 


a lack of manual dexterity. Any evident weak 


ness should be eliminated. When these errors 
are thus called to a writer's attention they 
should be a stimulus to correct the fault, to 


develop the writing principle that will enabk 


the writer to avoid a repetition of any such 
class of errors 
By taking daily tests, from week to week 


a chart of progress can be made. If no prog 
1 careful investigation should 
be had to determine why If fair 


may lx 


ress 1s made then 
progress 1s 
investigation necessary 


how better 


made, an t 
determine progress can be made. If 
being attained from 


confirmation of the 


satisfactory results are 


time to time it will be a 


correctness of the methods employed and it 


will be an impetus to improve one’s writing 


ability just a little along all lines of develop 
ment, 

Taking gives one an 
determine the accuracy of his work. At 
it will probably be observed that many 


takes will be made, due to carelessness in execu 


tests opportunity to 
first 


mis 


tion as well as inaccuracies m transcribing notes 
that should normally.be read 

Tests should be of not less than five minutes 
in length. In 
the tests are 


correctly 


civil examinations, for 


service 


often for a_ shorter 


instance, 
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A Real Estate Case 
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period of time, but if one is accustomed to 
taking a longer test the shorter tests can be 
taken with great ease. A longer test may be 
given when the object of the test is to deter- 
mine the accuracy of the writer. It is a mis 
take, however, to give a much longer test than 
five minutes where the object of the test is to 
letermine the speed of the writer. It is well 
to standardize on a type of test, taking into 
msideration all the conditions of the final test 
for which preparation is 
made. 

The first dictation 
1.dvanced department in 
school is usually from busi- 
ness correspondence. It is 
well that this is so, because 
a very considerable number 
of students graduating from 
business colleges and high 
schools, if not the majority, 
will take up work of this 
nature. It is desirable that 
even students preparing for 
office work should take dic- 
tation on general matter, as 
well as tests. It is obvious 
if a person can write at a 
desired rate of speed on 
solid matter of more than 
ordinary difficulty, he can 
also write at that speed on 
easy business letters. The 
most desirable form of mat- 
ter for dictation, perhaps, is 
that form usual in actual 
speech. Thus it is preferable to dictate un- 
edited speeches for general exercises and test 


in the 


purposes than to dictate carefully edited mat- 
ter, such as is found in magazine articles. It 
should be remembered that any such articles 
are dictated in the rough form at first and 
areful editing is done after the body of the 
irticle has been written. The editing is not a 
matter of dictation, but a matter of correction 
alteration and interlineation. Students, there- 
fore, should be prepared for the thing they will 
be expected to do. Articles have some value 
in the way of developing a large shorthand 
vocabulary. The suggestive power of notes 
written on a carefully edited article is very 
much less than of the notes written on an 
interestingly worded speech. The student is 
prompted instinctively to read the notes of the 
speech (the matter being in the form the stu- 
dent readily recognizes from having heard the 
words in conversation and other extemporane- 
ous speeches), but reading the notes of the 
carefully written article requires an artificial 
training and discipline which could be more 
naturally employed at a later time in the ex- 
perience of the student than in the training 


period 


Eunice Buettner 


Galesburg, Lilineis 


Student to Reporter in Three 
Years 


E reproduce herewith the photograph 

of another recruit to the reporting pro- 

fession Miss Eunice Buettner is a 
graduate of the Ellsworth High School, Ells- 
Wisconsin, being graduated in 1918 
enrolled for the stenographic 
course at the Ladies’ Sem- 
at Red Wing, Minne- 
sota, completing the course 
1920, and for two years 
was employed in a law 


at Ellsworth, Wis- 


worth, 
She thereupon 


mary 


consin 

In 1923 she enrolled for 
the Expert Course at Gregg 
School, and re- 
ceived her diploma for re- 
porting in June, 1923. She 
thereafter ap- 


Chicago, 


was shortly 
pointed official reporter for 
the Ninth Judicial Circuit 
of Illinois 
Miss 
the reporting 
complished in the 
abl time of 
had learned 
the rudiments of shorthand 
This is perhaps unusual, and 
is a striking testimony to 
her industry and initiative 
carrying her shorthand 
The young 


fuettner’s rise to 
ranks was ac- 
remark- 
y short three 


years after she 


ability to its highest development 


lady has our heartiest congratulations on her 


success 


+ + + 


A Real Estate Case 


Continued from the March issue 


with regard to that piece of vacant pr 
A I first met Mr. Ferris in an architect's office 
QO When was that? 
A It was the same day 


exactly, about the 


or the day previous, I don’t 


same day that I sub 
Sheeder 
Ferris, at the tim you 
> 


remember 
mitted the proposition to Mr 

Q You had met Mr 
to see Mr t 


went 
Sheeder about the store 

A That is not what I said 

Q I want to understand you 
you first meet Mr 
talk with Sheeder? 

A I met Mr. Ferris in the architect's office Know 
ing that he was a contractor I told him I had that 
piece of vacant, a good stretch of vacant for him 

Q When was that? 

A That was about two days after Mr 
listed the with me 

Q You mean two days after you had this talk with 
Sheeder? A Yes, sir 

Q Before listing the property with you you referred 
to this talk which you say you had? 

A At the time he gave me all the conditions and 
terms at which he would sell 


did 


correctly When 


Ferris with reference to the first 


Sheeder first 


vacant 
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Q Did you write anything down in his presence at 
that time? 

A Yes, sir. At first I started to write it down on 
the show case and then he took me over close to the 
telephone booth because he did not even want the men 
working in the store to know what we were talking 
about. He did not want them to know he was the 
owner. 

Q Now tell us what was said between yourself and 
Sheeder the second time you came there when you 
came to tell him abéut the Ferris proposition. 

A I came in and I said I had a buyer that has 
offered me $110 a foot and that will take the whole 
stretch of 240 feet and that he will pay the ten thou- 
sand dollars cash that he asked, and Mr. Sheeder 
turned me down. He said he would not take anything 
less than $125, that he would not even take $120. 


Q That was about on Wednesday, was it, before 
that Saturday? 
A I don’t know what date. It may have been 


Thursday, Wednesday, or Tuesday 

Q Did you make any notations in any of your 
records as to the days you went to see him? 

A No, sir. 


(To be continued next month) 


+ + + 


The Truth Will Out 


“Tudge Rose, I'd like to get excused from 
jury duty.” 

“Why ?” 

“Because I'm deaf 

“Can’t excuse you. 
one side anyway.” 
(Contributed by Mr 


in one ear.” 
Grand Jury only hears 


Lafayette P. Temple, Baltimore) 


oo ?. = 


Growing Value of Written Word 


(Concluded from page 352) 
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Club Awards 


(Continued from page 350) 


Dorothy Huntley, South High School, Omaha, Nebr 

Dorothy M. Wood, Westport High School, Centra) 
Village, Mass 

Phyllis Rowe, Heald’s Business College, San Jose, 
Calif. 

Leona Puetz, South Milwaukee High School, South 
Milwaukee, Wis 

Honorable Mention 

Blanche Welton, Raymond High School, Raymond, 
Wash 

Mrs. Mary Graham, Longview Business College, Kelso, 
Wash 

Mabel Rafters, Texarkana High School, Texarkana, 
Tex. 

Thomas Dinda, Alexandria High School, Alexandria, 
Minn 

Fannie Mozes, High School of Commerc Portland 
Oregon 

Helen MacKenzie, Northern High School, Detroit 
Mich 

Anne Levin, Northern High School, Detroit, Mich 

Helen Horowitz, Northern High School, Detroit, Mich 

Alma Koski, Northern High School, Detroit, Mich 

Alberta Stone, Springfield, Ill 

Frank R. White, Equality, Ill. 

Mary Mikeska, Chicago, Ill 

Helen Gaul, Everett High School, Everett, Wash 

Clara Seaman, Everett High School, Everett, Wash. 

Lenora Blaine, Everett High School, Everett, Wash 

Velma B. Arnold, Fort Wayne Central High School, : 

Fort Wayne, Ind 
100% Clubs 
Charlotte A. Follmer, Hebrew Technical School for 


Girls, New York, N. Y 
Wellsboro High School, Wellsboro, Pa 
Minnie B, James, State Teachers College, 
Mo. 

Mrs. J. P. Peterson, Humboltit 
Minn 
Irma Drake, 
Wis. 
Mrs. Close, Hebrew Technical School 

York, N. Y 
Hart Business School, Santa Barbara, Calif 
Gladys Hesser, Hesser Business College, Manchester, 
N. H. 
Emma Wyatt, Sheridan High School, Sheridan, Wy 
Bertha Detwiler, Technical High School, Omaha, Nebr 


Maryville, 


College, Minneapolis, 


Clintonville High School, Clintonville, 


for Girls, New 


Vivien Merriman, State Teachers College, Greele 
Colo. 

Mrs. Ida G. Payzant, Everett High School, Everett 
Wash. 

Emma Pringle, Port Townsend High School, Port 


Townsend, Wash 


O. A. T. Prizes 
Gold Pin 


Emma Rettberg, Bryant & Stratton College, Buffalo, 
N. ¥ 


Ralph Weaverling, Salina High School, Salina, Kans 


Catherine Baier, Kansas Wesleyan College of Com 
merce, Salina, Kans. 
Sara Rosen, West Rutland High School, West Rut- 


land, Vt. 

Yetta Eisen, Colorado Springs High School, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 

Myra Jensen, Savanna Township 
vanna, II. 


High School, Sa 


(To be continued next month 
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ES Asked & Answered Es 


How are the words in Lesson 8 read—as art, arm, 
mart, etc.? 

In their phonetic sequence, but in describing 
such combinations, they may be more clearly 
visualized by saying, for example, “reversed 
a, t’—the reversing of the a indicating the 
presence of r immediately following it. Such 
examples are best presented by illustration. 


° = © 


rest why do u not write f for fe 


out? 


In the word f 


stead of writing it 


When for is followed by 
write the word in full or disjoin the 
acter. (See footnote to paragraph 105 in the 
Manual.) In forest the for is not really a 
prefix. If we used f for for and joined est 
the form would read as feast. It is reall 
word in full than to dis 


we either 
next char 


a vowel 


easier to write the 


join est 


+ + + 


Is there any good why the circle should 
be placed on the back of the first curve when it occurs 
reverse curves, as in the word fill? I 

changed to your system, but, in the 
system I formerly taught, the circle in such joinings 
was written inside the first curve and that 
be more natural to me And if there is a good 
reason for placing the circle as it is in your system, 
place the circle inside the second 
be simpler than “‘on the back of 


reason 


between two 


have recently 


seems to 


why do you not 
curve, which would 
the reverse curve.” 

There are two very good reasons why the 
circle is placed on the back of the first curve 
inside the second curve) when it occurs 
between reverse curves. 

The first reason is that it is easier to write 
the circle inside the second curve. Doubtless 
it may not seem so to you, because in the prac- 
tice of the system formerly used you 
acquired the habit of writing it inside the first 
curve. Ina little while you will recognize that 
in such joinings it is more facile to place the 
circle inside the second curve than it is to place 
it inside the first curve. One of the most dis- 
tinguished writers of Isaac Pitman Shorthand, 
Dr. W. R. Gowers, after praising the beauty 
and facility of the circle, said: 

But there are some instances in which the circle 
cannot be anything but a hindrance to the hand, and 
unsightly to the eye. It is so always when it inter- 
rupts the gradual transition of reversed curves such 
as » and m [forms which resemble r and & in Gregg 
Shorthand] There is then considerable diversity of 
practice as to the side on which it is written. I think 
there is a difference in aspect, but it is quite certain 


that in the forms of the instruction book and examples, 
the worst is chosen. In the circle there must be a 


(or 


you 


ther It 
circle 


f ¢ movement or the 
that the 
sweep of line 


reversa! 
matter 


sudden 
were it not 


otherwise smooth 


would not which, 
involves arrest of the 
and hand. If the circle begins the m [illustrated with 
a word like rack in Gregg Shorthand], the movement 
is suddenly reversed which is ending; if the circle 
ends the ws» [illustrated with a word lik rack ' 
Gregg Shorthand, but with first curve] 
suddenly 


inside 
that is 


outlines 


circle 
beginning 
without 
liscerning the great heck 
be on the ending movement and not on the beginning 
It would be {illustrating by word like rack 
Gregg Shorthand) and not [illustrating by word 

rack, with circle inside first curve] It seems t 

moreover, that the perfect far m 
formed in that 


way than the other 
That is 
execution 
inside the second 
The 


the first character of 


the movement is reverse 
Anyone can try the « litions or the 


superiority of letting the 


always 


circle can be 


easily which seems to me the 


the first reasor greater 


; 


is secured by placing 


curve 

second reason is that in rapid writing 
1 

a word is generally 

than the last at t The 


accurately written 


psychological reason for this is that form 


of the 
mined 


word to be written having been deter 
before the hand 
the thought has gone ahead to the f{ 
word or words This being the 
character is likely to be 

Let us apply this to the word “kill” 
If the circle in this word were 
the last character, 
and 


begins to execute it 


llowing 


/ 
case, the last 
slurred 

which 
you mentioned 
written inside the first curve, 
1, would be liable to lose its 
assume the appearance of the 
If the circle is written on the back of the first 
least whether 


curvature 


straight line, m 


matter in the 


curve, it will not 
straight, | 


it is curved or the writer 
knows that it must be a or i, accord 
ing to its length, since the circle would not be 
a straight 


ecause 


curve ’ 


in that position if & were followed by 
line 
And now as to the method of expressing the 
You will probably be surprised to lear: 
that in the earlier editions of the system, th 
wording you suggest was used. We found that 
when we said “place the circle inside the second 
of the students being con 
curve, they allowed 


curve,” the thoughts 
centrated on the second 
their pens to run on before making the circle 
In writing ill, the form would resemble coil 
or even creel. We experimented with the ex- 
pression “on the back of the first curve” and 
found that students then left no space after the 
first curve, and produced perfect forms for 
words like fill, rig, gear, etc Hence, the 
change in the wording. It does not really mat- 
ter which expression is used, but we believe 
that a very little experimentation will show 
that the wording of the rule in the Manual 
yields better outlines. 
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I Short Stories in Shorthand ll 





The Difference 









A Doubtful Compliment 
). — ree 3 Py 
oe oh” ee 
O OO paw Fe 
sigh a ie ig teste 


Plying His Trade 


» “ 
~ Ce: gas «< 


oie 


eS eset ~ en 


Ce? id — a — 2772 ° 
' 4 7. 
A 4 x 
The Danger 























cawwwyYrss we 


SP eeaet. 


wmewer 


—%§ PELE EC CELE T. 


™ eeanns &-e: 


Sa 
Sw 


~~ he 


“~“e.,e¢ 


e,k 2h Bw BD 





